such letters. The eornplaioautJ are at iea^jt 
entisled to the relisf that piibliolty c? fchair gcie- 
v.ince may brxcg them. A helpless ladla can not 
do more for her erlles. The letter la fcigaei by tares 
persons, I purposely refrain from pablishiiig their 
i»ame& in o]=d6r to protect thsai agaiass harm boing 
done to theta by their officers. It will be aolicod nbat 
the v/riters iiavo written to chose Vvboas names they 
have read in papsra The wriiOtS complain of ill- 
treatment by the Arabs I do not wonder. Helpless 
t-hoLncsl-OPj the Arabs veat their wrath agpoiast ehe 
Indian soidiers and clerks in the hope, I suppose, that 
they will not dare to offer for service in Megopotumia. 
Let me hops that the publicity X am giviniv the 
letter will deter others frojpa being allured thero- 
to by tempting offers, la no case should a asll'-res-' 
pficting Indian make of the misfortune of the brave 
Aiabs a means of livelihood I give the letter word 
for word as received, omitting references te the 
corps after the names of victims. 

M. IL G. 

Bear Sir, 

Wo have written you several lottery, but it secoisnone 
has reached you. IndiaD, of all ranks and grades ee/ving 
xn Mesopotamia aro in a more pitiable condition than 
our brecheren In Africa and Qnxana for whom you Lava 
lone so EGUch, We are nearer hoiue, but there is none 
i/j holp us, •VUI-’ treatmant by the British and Arabs aro 
-ijviio than/ that os dogs, boi^ig in I^EiUtary atirvice wo 
'hiivo no >.'lian'.;e of- appeal Ci iuomphiii-.U 

If you can start No-co-operation hero, Government 
may bo coerced in a day what they would not have 
given in India in a decade. Without us work cannot 00 
carried out here, by ooa'-tant and syetomatic ill-troat- 
mout, we are afraid, wo are loosing even the capacity 
of resenting. We aro worse than elavoa Uore, I give 
here a lew instances out of thousands to enable you to 
gyinpathise with un and to do eojiething for us. 

1. Before wa came hero we were given several pro- 
misQs but very few of them are fuU'illed, 

2. We are entitled to one month’si leave in a year 
but that there aro people who are serving sinoo 1910 
have not given even on© day’s leave, 

3. Arrears pay of followers as a rule aro pocketed 
in their respective dopotd in India. 

4. People are compelled to renew thoir agrooinonts 
by criminalism, oonditions, and false hopes, 

5. people are usneoeasarily harassed in P».ost Camp 
whiio wait mg for the passage, even tha clerks have 
t5 do tironial workt* as road — making etc. While wait- 
ing for pMSiiago, soma aro waiting sinoo October 1920. 

(\ Tho members cf jail Corps are made to do even 
sweeper’s work, there aro several Erahmina and other 
high class Hindus who are doing the dirty work against 
their will, 

7 People are reornited In India as Hospital order- 
lies etc, bat when bhey come heie they find that ^hey 
are to tiiean latrines; when recraitod fur Baaioary Sec 
tioc they fculd that they shall have to do dusting 
©to, bus ihoy are latrine oleanem Th©r@ are hundreds 
of highda^s people doing this work. 


S. With tho -rush&ritie:; the reiigion '?i Ir; ia::.j dir^s; 
not count, nUaro are aevc-ral cs-Meo in viiiuii Mcisorca- 
d:i xTi are burnt by Hindus and Hindus have bet.n biir* 
ried by AI.jboiOodcn>5 et.\ P7;*6a protest has been made 
the U3C3,1 reply '* It is Field what does, whsxi 

liian is dead. 

9. Tlicro ai’G several Indian OhapIainE to look afte:? 
the indiin Clivisuians but there is no Brahmin priost ot 
Mouivi fer tho Ikiiidu.T and Mijhomeda'io. by wbat regu^ 
iations Indian iJha'-laina hp.vo ’ ^on pcintod and 
paid ]^y the Indian Tax F.„yciT-. 

10. That uherc is one Indian Oh.ap]aia liev, WrxviS 
Din of L'dioro whe^o businois is to visit nulls and 
lead people, in oiio of his leclures ho said that h: the 
Punjab there ia only one lov'al man that is he himself 
and that Indians should not go bu-.k to India as thore 
are troubles awaj ing them. This was brought to ti.e 
not 'c 3 of the aaiihojiries who l.avo ootiiorred on him 
M. E E for frigSiieniug men to remain here. 

11. Oua M'*. Slicshiycr B A. h'lptJGu.s { to displeaso 
his oHiJcrs, who to humiliaio iurn asked before other'# 
*'w&Il Jiabii .‘4r0 you noli peoplo of your education and 
standing clean our boots in Tudia why then you tako 
CiJUiiivo words LOiU”' 

12. Mr, P.obii’Ls uii TiicUf?.ii ChrisLir-n Storo-koapor, 
on tlio etiongth of an auouymou’i loFir-r was given 30 
stripes and reduced io a l.xboiu’er, ho was s head - -ni.'i.'itor 
of one EiiglhA rchoul India, 

13. Mr, Gailrwad 2jirl. clcrkj on a false charge waa 

awardei 2-1 ttrlue?, ailor roiilvin;; 12 ha fell uncemai- 
3UU j.TL-1 had to h 0 H.d’?, inra’ickiA- 

V7o hear ho haa Rinoc di-?cl, 

l-i. Londho of Ahmad'Uiag:xr, was kicked by his officer 
and he died, hh bod; wa's thrown into Urn river XThioh 
wa.s no, allowt,.*! 1. j© rccovorod and (jiuiotly burnt at 
night. 

15. OvorsGor Basan .f^ingh, and Ham 
for no fiUilt of thoirs v/ero severely lacked ar.d 
beaten by tho Arab Police and Civilians in the l^azz-.n' 
but they had no rodrass. Tno Briti-o eujJioritL.^is told 
them tbaii t.hev do well to reinumb^u- that, they cic 
living in the country of t-h© Ar.djs so tfiGy be 

pr«"parcd for such things, those tw^o goat.ienooa ^v'cro 
put up in the Police l'Jok-uv>. 

Oor only hope is in you you mu?*t sa.vG us tro'o- .^II 
such indiguitio^ and ill tr^^aiimmt. If Tncliaas ta iUesri- 
potomia aro suro of y<!.mi' aupport they miij' pr©3-ji,;, a 
bold front Please EomoQUQ to holp usi her© or get Ufi ro- 
oahed at once. 

‘Sfours fMlow ci’ izon. 

Copy Io:— LaU b‘ j JT^iEid I)r. Am-ari. Mr. MM/I-ju-d* 
IHo, Halu C lA 

Mou ina S'jiauliaiyib 

WAIflEB. 

BGiirtfidfl A'jonH?, %oho iviU energeiiGalli/ push on 
the Hale YOVNO JJ^TDIA, are roqnvred everg 
where. Basg ic^ns and ho/adsome Go-nVfnisHo-:ii 
offered. For further pctriicuiars apply io 

The M.'^naqeBj 

Yoiiifg Indlai Alimejiab^d* 




Ahmedaha'l^ fjYth Aprii^ 19SA 


SSSfryg^^i^tjar-- ^■yTsaj'jagg?gjr.aj]i&saaaa.,>a. ajJ ^ ^ in i ,-T 3M r ; r!sirr . r s ,ikJi^ ^ i. . ^ -t: .:> "1?”^ 

fBB OUESB OF BETTIHe-^ 

( By M* K, Qandh‘L ) 

®* Yon '^iil Sara the gratiltads &ad feh&Dka of shou'aada 
both Buropoan and ladianj if yon oan suooeod in 
putling-a stop to bsStiag at th© raaes. My husband 
un ideal hna band— until he took to betting at the races. 
,We aro no'Vr in debt, and, although he draws a good salary 
and ''-oes not drink alcohol, wo are hard up, and I am 
sure this is the expei-iencs of very many wives. I have 
often implored him on my bended knees not to go to 
the races but to no purpose. And does it nob aeom very 
hard tha'j wives and children should suffer because their 
husbands cannot refrain from going to the raeon and 
losing money ? 

It is true that alcohol is ruining thousands, but bet- 
ting at tbe races ia ceriiainly ruining tens of thousands. 

By praotically robbing the public, the W. I. T. Club 
can aSord to pay its European employees handsome sala- 
ries. If you were only in the know I am sure you would 
agree with me that hanky-panky tricks are carried on by 
the Turf Club, and thus the public are cheated and robbed 
of a lot of money. Do, for God*s sake, try, and right mat- 
ters Ihinga were certainly better when the book-makore 
were allowed to take bet.s on the raoe-oourse. 

Sir, I am sure you are acquainted with a number of 
men on the new OounciJs, and, with their aid, I do hope 
you will sucoaed in putting a s-op to betting at the races, 
Jl^^rovernmeat would take ovc^r and manage the totes, I 
.^Euro, thinga would be more fair and square. Tho 
public invariably lose, and those who win are the owners of 
horses and their trainers and jockeys j and is it not a 
scandalous shame that Govormnent should connive at it, 
simply because some of their big officials are keenly in- 
terested jn horse racing ? 

I had better not offer my signature to this letter as 
my husband ia in Government servicsj but 1 pray that 
you will mte-esi yoiirself in what I have written and anc- 
oeed in stopping; betting at the races.” 

This letter hae been travelling with me for 
iome time. The reader will share my fesliogs it 
is a pathetic letter. Anonyajous ietteis aro rarely 
valuable. But this one la certisinly an exception, 
thougj^ the writer has chosen not to disclose her 
name, 

1 know nothing of horse-iaclng. I have ever 
locked upon it with horror for its associations. I 
know that many men have, been ruined on the 
race course. 

But i must confess I have not had the courage 
to write any ihingagamst it. Having seen even an Aga 
Khan, prelates, vicoroya, and tuose that are con- 
piufcjeci the best in the land, openly patronising it 
and epenoing th osands upon it, I have felt it to 
b*r useless to write about it. As a journalist and 
rt former, my iuBction is to call public aitention to 
iho^e vicf’S alout which ileTa is iiktJibood of pub- 
lie c.psMOU ail g maat.td, iviu h as i disapprove 
oi \acc nf*Don I deem it to be waste of effort to 
draw public attemioij tl • evil. I mnf>* own 
I £vi.t the CM to bring tho drink 
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traffic in tbs campaign of purificalion. It has 
unsought. Tbs paopis bavo t?,keu it up of thoir 
own acsorrh 

The suir-dt sigm that hioa-CD-operation ia a 
movement of pur iff cation is that many abuses jiro 
being removed by tho paoplo^withoui an^ guidanco 
or preaching. And it is in such hope about hotting 
that I havQ published the above lottar. 

r am awars that the writer would ha satisfied 
merely with some modiffeation. What is required 
is a total deetructioa or the pest. Botting at races 
is a part of tho gambling mania. If only tho 
people will non-^eo-operate, the evil will die a na- 
tural death. Thoucands who attend the race-- 
course do so merely for f«.in, They attend either 
to £60 horses run breathlssalyj or hocaiise it is the 
fashion, but Ihey^ nevertblesp^ aid and tihet the 
ruin of many a gambler. 

But betting is, I apprehend, more difficult to 
deal with than drinking. When vice becomea a 
fashion and even a virtue, it is a long process to 
deal with it. Betting is not only fashionable bat 
30 hardly regarded ao a vice. Not so drinking. 
Fortunately, it io still the fashion to considei’ drink- 
ing a weakneso, if not pceitivoly a vice. Every 
t'^-ligion h.ae denounced it wit-h more or less veho^ 
me^ C0. But betting has escaped such special atten- 
tion. Let us hop© however that the vigilant publiq 
will find a more innocent I'ecreation than attending 
th© race course, and thus .show ito clissppyoval of 
gambling' at the race oouAe, 


THE BEmK- EVIL. 

I have just come aert ss this most apposite 
statement, quoted by the * Indiom Witness' of Luck- 
now from the speech of Lord Chester field in the 
House of Lords, in 174S, against the British Excise 
and Licence revenue derived frtm intoxicating 
drink. It reads as follows: — 

Luxury, my lords, is to be taxed, tut vice 
must be prohibited. Let the difficulties in execut- 
ing the law be what they will. Will you lay a 
tpx on the breach of the Coir.mandmf nts ? Would 
not such a tax 0© wicked a^rd scandalous, because 
it would imply an indulgence to all those who 
would pay vhe tax ? This Bill [ to liceneo liquor- 
shops for tho sale of revenue] contains the condi- 
tions, on which the people are to b© allowed hence- 
forth to riot in debauchery, Ucensod by law and 
lioimtenauceii by magistral ©s. For, there is no 
doubt, but those in authority will be direeced by- 
their masters to assist in tbeir design fo encoaiag© 
the coneump.tion of that liquor, from whioli such 
large revanucs are expected. 

“ When I consider, my Lords, the tendency of 
the Fill, I fiud it only for the propagsticn of dis- 
ease, tho suppression of industry, and the de^'truc- 
tion of markind, I find it the mrst fatal engine 
tbit was ever p inted at a pet ple*— nn engine, by 
winch ftJi those who are not killed will be disabled, 
ani t*iof 0 who prei^erve their wits wili te oepr^v^d 
of their senses.” 




Ghayteriiold was so Piirltanj bis own 
snorais were not high, if judged by the Christian 
standard. But this licensing of gin-shops, for the 
^^ake of revenuej, was too much for Lim, With 
ramarkable precision,, he then pointed out exactly 
what would b^ippersj if a Bill were passed in Eng- 
land. Tha authorities, he said, were bound to en- 
'deavoiir to increase the revenue. In tliia way, 
'they V70uld promote the liquor-trafTic itsaif, and 
4)6001118 panderere to vice. V/e know for certp-hi 
this has happened in England* We know, also, that 
England has imported this evil into India, and that 
the British Empire in India has been built up, 
with lirjnor-trafdc as one of its financial founda- 
tions and with opium-traffio »b another. So true 
is this that the argument openly used in the Eahar 
Legislative Assembly by the Executive membars 
c£ the Council was, in so many words, thp^-fc the 
Government could not be carried on without ils 
^drink’ revenue. 

In the Government of India Legislative Assem- 
bly, tha answer given by Sir William Vincent was 
more non-committal than that given in Behar. 
When the question was asked: — 

“ la there any truth in the allegation, that men 
have been prosecuted for preaching temporance?” 
Sir Wiliiam instantly replied, -«• 

‘■Gertainly not ! Government has never opposed 
any one advoo.iting the cause of temperancB only 
_4l .rraa violoncs is used then persons are prosecuted/ 

This ia ail very well as a copy-book maxim. 
Bub when the Government of India make a 
profit each year of 17 crores of rupees out of its 
licensing and excise for ‘liquors and drugs,' and 
when Government has a special department, whose 
sole interest it is to colli ct this revenue, and when 
promotion in this service depends largely on the 
effectiveness of revenue collection, is it not certain 
that what Lord Chesterfield predicted will happen? 
Is it not certain tliat, “ thoso in authority will be 
directed by their masters to assist in their design 
to encourage the consumption cf that liquor, from 
which such large revenues are ^expected ? " 

Ag'ain, if this is the actual position and standing 
ci Government officials as collectors of revenue 
from drink and diugi-; ii their profession is of such 
character that promotion depends upon effective 
collection, then, is it not a foregone cosclusion 
(human nature being wbat it is) that these offi- 
cials will endeavour to the utmost of their power 
to prevent fojcibly voluntary fcemperanCQ workers, 
who^wish ^to reclBiioa drunlcards, from carrying on 
their beneficent work? What is easier than to trump 
up a ol.arge of violence or intimidation againas 
them, and have them stopped or imprisoned by law ? 

Before coming out to India, when I was quite 
young, I iivfd among the^ very poor for m*»Dy 
years in Sunderland and in South East London 
My room, in which I lived and slept, was in their 
midst, and I knew everything that was going 
around me, I have no hesitation in saying that 
five — ixths of ♦the misery, the destitution, the 
crime, the sickness, and, even infantile mortality, 
which J thna saw with my own eyes, was duo to 


intemppranae. Thia tiiterr3'o'=‘t'anc°‘ was vom-j 

tered by the all-powerful lioeoned nerd's 

Trade, which earried on tiiKler the direet 

licence of the ^rlfleh GovernineTit, nnd wi^ii an 
yearly profit to Goi’ernmenb that ran 'into more than 
a hundred million poiindcs pteidlng*^ eves in my own 
racollastioa of nearly 30 years aofo 

Those Bigliis, which I saw then-^-nay, 
sights which I lived amor-fy ve hoen 

branded on my merr.ory fovali fuse. cun never 

be eftaced 1 Tiie horror of them can nevr-^r be b r-" 
erotten as long ag I live — saver ! 0015?- those who 

know tbe drunken ne^a of the spurns of London can 
understand what I have depcr^bed In India during 
tbesa later years of rny life, since I landed at 
Bombay in Marche 1001 I he-ve seen a steadv !ii« 
crease of intempBrenco in almost evorv port of the 
eountrVj which J have visited. When I first eamo 
out, I wrote in cue of my books. ‘‘ I have never 
OiiGO seen in the strop Ls sn Indian drunkasal ' ! Alas. 
I could nob write this to-dav. I have seen drun- 
Irenness wide—spraftd in PcT'Ci'inhu'^ , amongf the 
labourers, it was not an imcomraon sight in 
Bombay. I bavo seen it also in Calcuti.a. And I 
havsi witnessed the same miserable snectacle in the 
eountry-diatrictfj, also — men intoxicated with ooiintry« 
liquor. I have seen Indian women inioxica, tod also. 
Still further, in this very district where I live, in 
Bengal the v;hole country-side has deteriorated, 
ov.dng to two main caucos, (i) malar).*?., and (ii) bhii 
drink and drug habit, which has been steadily and 
insidionaly increasing. 

Our student workers have been making a noble 
eflbrt to get the viHagprs to give up intoxic- nts. 
The people have now abandoned drink in large num-^ 
bers, and license-^hoiders of liquor shops under 
Government, ho,ve approached me and asked me 
whether they can throw up th^ir licensea as they 
do not wish to go on any. longer with the drink- 
traffic. The question is now going to be put to the 
licensing authorities themselves, whether they are 
ready to allow licensts to be cancelled, wa shall 
find out how far Sir Wiliiam Vincent's maxim holds 
good, when he said; 

Certainly not. Government have never opposed 
any one advocating the cause of temperance only 

Will Qovernmont oppose these repe?^tant liquor 
vendors ? O. F. Andrews* 

P. S. 

The following quotation from ^‘The World and 
New Dispensation'* seems to sum up the whole 
matter. It writes: '' The majority of Hindus are 
teetotallers by nature, and to the true Moslem, reli- 
gioiia inst.ruction noties diink haram. Shall not, then, 
Hindus and Moslems join bands in forcing the 
Govornm nt to abolish the exciso altogether?**. How 
that the country ns a v/holo is working towards 
this end, let us concentrate our efforts, and push 
forward the work through the press, the pulpit, 
and (wherever possible) through chosen bands of 
workers. Behold the light of heaven in the country 
today! Behold, the spirit of God walking and wo|kiBg 
among th© people/* 
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III 

A STUDY IN FIGURES. 

In our last article, we sketched in broad out- 
lines the methcds of manufactare and the systems 
of sale. It should be borne in mind that taxation 
in various forma is imposed upon all intoxicating 
liquors and drugs as well as spirits, that the right 
of manufa-Gfcnring conn try ^spirits and liquors is 
aoctinned^ except where liquor ie supplied from 
Central Government diiiiiievies, when a gtill-head 
d’jjy Is imposed before it reaches the retail-seller 
who had parGuaeC'd the right of retail-vending at 
the annual, bienniai, or triennial auction. IVe siiaU 
now examine ihe exciao rsvGnue“-“SLo figures eliow 
iiie revenue derived 'ey the Government i^ot tl-e 
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amount actually spent by the people, whi;*^'. is 
considsrahiy more. The enriuus may ascertain 
this amount hy adding 10% to the gross Bsveniie 
returns ( eclnmn 1 ). 10% is a low estimate. It in- 
cludes ilia Lira and up-keep of the shop. It includes 
the pay of the assistants ®ancl serva»ts employed, 
as well as the profits of the owner. la our own 
opinion, it would be a safe assumption to allow 15% 
— the retail-sellers are iiotorioiifily rich and 
prosperous. 

And now to the figures. The first column sbow^3 
the gross r even no re aliased by Government, the 
second the amount realised from custom-duties on 
liquors and spirits Imported into the country from 
abroad. The last column (5) shows the net revenue 
i. 0 . total revenue from tho first two heads (col. '8) 
miiiUft the toRiI expenditure ( Gol. d ) 


Years. 

Gro 

i 

as Revenue 

2 

Custom Duties 

3 

Total Revenue 
( ) 

4 

Expendiciure and 
Ohargea 

1^6 

Net. Revenue 

1 ( 3-4 ) 

38S0-81 

Ks. 

3,13,52,260 

37,98,360 

8,61,50,620 

9,51,040 ’ 

1 

3,41,96,580 

1SS5-8S 

Rs. 

4,15,21,360 

41,98,100 

4,57,19,460 

13,48,730 

4,44,75,740 

1890-91 

Rs. 

4,94,77,800 

eo,09,ooo 

5,54,86800 

17*49,310 

6,37,86,990 

1895-00 

R;^. 

5,72,24,170 

66.25,860 

6,38,50,030 

1 0,79,570 

0,17,70,460 

1900-01 

Rs. 

5,90,88,030 

69,38,205 

0,59,96,235 

24 17,640 

6,35,78,595}, 

'i'9.p.5-06 

Es. 

8,53*17,300 

97,40,000 

9,50,57,300 

'38,71*740- 

9,11*85.500 

1910-11 

Ks. 

10.54,54,715 

1,20,63,394 

11,75,08,109 

60,89,004 

11,14,13.205 

19 [5-10 

Rs. • 

12,94,83*132 

1,17,90,000 

14,12,73,132 

70,61,095 

13,42,13,037 

1916-17 

Rs. 

13,82,38.495 

1,25,13.946 

15,07,52,044 

71,79,474 

14,35,72,967 

1917-18 

Ra. 

15,44*25,590 

1,09,96,886 

16,54,22,476 

73,00,000 

15,81,23,476 

1918-10 

Ra. 

17,85,52,770 

1,10,65,851 

18,46,18.1-21 

82,00,000 

17,64,18,121 


The figures tell their own deplorable.’ teile. It 
is no small sum. that the Government derives from 
tho peoples* vice. Since 1905, it has been the 
largcBi item of revenue excepting the revenue from 
land 1 The growth of revenue too has been pro- 
gressive. The figures in columns 1,8, and 5, show 
that the revenue has increased with an uncanny 
regularity. Till 1910^ the revenue may be said to 
have doubled itself every twenty years, 

Nigt Revenue. 

ISSO-Sl ... 311 lakhs, liS90 — 91 ... 537 lakhs 

1900-01 ... C35 kkha. 1010 — 11 ... 11,14 lakhs 

In the period 3895— “1915, the revenue bad more 
than doubled itse,!! from G17 lakhs to 1,343 lakhs. 
But, gathering momentum in its progress, even 
this rate baa now increased. In 1910-11 the 
net revenue stood at 11,14 lakhs. In 1918-19 it 
had reached the unprecedented figfure of 17,64 lakhs, 
increasing by half in a period of eight— and not 
ten-years, 

' T’ba figures of the actual amount of increase 

msaQiiJg, The ^Ight years j 


1910-18 show an increase of 650 lakhs, whereas it 
required a period of 25 years ( 1SS5 — 1910 ) to ahow 
an increase of almost the same amount, 070 

lakhs. 

A graph of the annual net revenue from ISSO- 
81 to 1918-19 would show very much tho same 
results. Starting from 1880-81, when the net 
revenue was 841 lakhs, the line of cur graph would 
shoot up till 1895-96— an unbroken poriod of 25 
years — when the not revenue stood at 617 lakhs. 
The two foilcwing years would show slitjht di'op 
of 26 lakhs, but in 1S9S-09, with tho net revenue 
at 619 lakhe, the line again rises to a point 
abovo that of 1895-96. From 1S9S-99 the line 
again shoots, only at a less inclined angle, for 
the next 16 years, with £he revenue, in 1913-14, 
standing at 14,02 lakha. There is again a drop 
of 60 lakhs, in the next two years* but like a 
towering falcon, it soars as if in acorn, from 14 85 
lakhs in 1910-17 to 17.64 lakhs in 1948-19, 

(To mixtinv,§d. ) 
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Mr, GANDHI TBM SUPrSESSED OLASBES. 

A Ci-IAPTEIl UF AUrOBluGUAPHY. 

Mr. C4aiidhi presided at trie Suppressed Glasses 
Confer enea held in Ahm 0 cl 0 .bad on the 13th and 
14fch instant. There 'V’^as a large attendance of ladies 
and gentlemen from the towUj though the num- 
ber of the uabouchabrea was mulsh less than ex- 
pected. a rumour having spread in the town that 
Government would arrest those of them who 
a,itQnded, 

Blr. Gandhi regretted in the beginning this 
small attendancej and said that, incidentij as the 
present, took away what little faith he had in 
conforencDB ns an effective agency of social reform. 
If therefore he ocGupied the audience shorter than 
thoy* expected, it would be because* his remarks 
would nor- r-jach ail he meant to address and 
not because his enthusiasm for the work was in 
any way damped. He v^ras also thankful for the 
fact that the conference had brought him the plea- 
sure of meeting' friends on the same platform it 
was not usual for him nowadays to meet — •friends, 
cooperation with whom used to be a pleasure and 
privilege, but from whom the present conditions had 
im fortunately cut him off. It was happy, however, 
that on the question of untouchabiliby ha was in 
the same boat as they. 

Ooming to the subject he said, *I do not know 
3 j.ow I am to convince those who npposo the refoj'm, 
of the wrong position they have bakon. How am I 
to plead with those who regard any contact with 
the members of the suppressed community as 
entailing ciehlament and of which they cannot be 
cleansed without necessary ablutions, and who thus 
regard omission to perform tho ablutions a sin V I 
can only place before them uiy innermost convictions. 

‘ 1 regard untouchabiiity as the greatest blot 
on Hinduism. This idea was not brought home to 
me by my bitter experiences during tho S. African 
struggle. It is not due to the fact that I was once’ 
an agnostic. It is equally wrong to think-as some 
people dci-that I have taken my views from my 
study of Ohrisbian religious literature. These views 
date as far back as the time when I was neither 
enamoured of, nor wag acquainted with, tho Bible or 
the followers of the Bible. 

* I was hardly yet twelve when this idea 
had dawned on me, A scavanger named TJka, 
-am untouchable, used to attend our house 
for cleaning latrines. Often I would ask my 
mother why it was wrong to touch him, 
w3iy I wa^ forbidden to touch him. If I Acci- 
dently touched (Tka, I was asked to perform the ablu- 
tiona, and though’ I naturally obeyied, it viras not 
without smilingly protesi-ing that untouchabiiity 
was not sanctioned by religion, that it was im- 
possible that it should be^ao. I was a very dutiful 
and obedient child and so far as it was consistent 
with respect for parents, I often had tassels with 
theai on this matter I toid my mother that she was 
entirely wrong^in oonsider’ing physical contact with 
Uka as Binfuh 


’While at school I v7ouId often happen to touch the 
‘’'untouchables''', and as I never would conceal the fact 
from my parents, my mother would tell me that 
the shortest cut to purification after the unholy touch 
was to cancel the touch by touching any Mussai- 
man passing by. And simply out of reverence and 
regard for my mother I often did so, but never di.l so 
believing it to bo a religious obligatioa, After some 
time we shifted to Pore bandar, where I m^rde my 
first aeqaaintance with Sanskrit, I vs'as not yet put 
to an English school, and my brother and I were 
placed in charge of a Brahman, who taught us 
RamRobkrsha and Vishnn Pmijar. The texts 
Vishn'iiff' Viskmth” (there is tbs ILord 

(present) in water,, there is the Lord (present) in 
earth) have never gone out of my memory. A 
motherly?’ old dame used to live close by. Now it 
happened that I was very timid then, and would 
conjure up ghosts t^nd goblins whenever the 
llghto went out, and it was dark. The oil mother, 
to disabuse me of fe:tr 3 , suggested that I should 
mutter the Ramaraksha texts whenever I was 
afraid, and all evil spirits would fiy away. This I 
did and, as I thought, with good effect, I could 
never believe then that there was any text in 
the llamrahsha pointing to the coni act of the 
‘untouchables’ as a sin. I did not understand its 
meaning then, or understood it very imperfectly But 
I wao confident that RamarahlisUa^ which could de- 
stroy all fear of ghosts^ could not be counL0naaciag~" 
any nuch thing as fear of contact with the 
‘untouchables’. 

‘The Bmnaymia used to be regularly road in 
our family. A Brahmin called Ladha Maharaj 
used to road it. He was alrikea with leprosy, and 
ho was confident that a regular reading of the 
liamaymha would cure him of leprosy, and, indeed^, 
he was cured of it, ‘How can tho I 

thought to myself, ‘in which one who is regarded 
now-a-days as an untouchable took Bama across 
tho Ganges in his boat, countenance tho idea of any 
human beings bemg'uutouchablea’ on the ground that 
they were polluted souls?' The fact that we addressed 
God as tho ‘purifier of the polluted’ and by simikr 
appellations, shows that it is a sin to regard any 
one born in Hinduism as polluted or untouchable-- 
that it is Satanic to do so. I have hCnce been 
never tired of repeating that it is a great sin. I 
do not pretend that this thing had cryafcalised as a 
conviction in me at the age of twelve, but I do 
say that I did then regard untouchabiiity as a sin. 

I narrate this story for the information of the 
'V'aishnavas and Or&hodox Hindus. 

‘ I have always claimed to bo a Sanalani Hindu. 

It is not that X am qnito innocent of the sccipturea 
I am not a profoutid eoholar of Sanskrit. I have 
read the Yeclds and tho UpanisIiaJas only in 
trauslationrs Naturally therefore mine is not a 
scholarly study of them. My kiiowiedga of them 
is in no way profound, but I iiavo studied, them as 
I should do as a Hindu and I claim to have graf;| 5 , 
ed their true spirit. By the time I had reached 
the age af 21 f X hg^di studied othei? reiiglons 



‘There s, t^nie when I v:as •,vj:!.\7fc3i’rjg bet» 
ween Hinduism nnd Gbrifitiauibj’’. When i rscov- 
erf'd my baianee o? miadj I feii. that to me 
FaWfition V7as possible only ihrougli tlio Hindu 
relisiion and my faith in Hindaism grew deeper 
and more eniightened, 

‘ But even then I believed that uatoUGhabUity 
no part of Hinduism" ancl^ that if it was, 
Fuch Hinduism %vas not for me* 

‘True, Hinduism does not regard untouGhability 
as sin. I do not want to enter into any con 
tr''ver^y regarding the interpretation of the 
sbastras. It might be difficult for me to establish 
my point by quoting authorities from the Bkaijwal 
or htlcmVjHmrUk But I claim to have understood the 
spirit of Ilinduiam. Hinduism has sinned in giving 
sanction to untouchability. It has degraded oSj 
made ua the pariahn of the Empire. Even the 
Muaaalraans caught the sinful contagion from us, 
and in S. Africa, in E, Africa and in Canada 
the Mu&salmans no less than Hindus came to be 
regarded as pariahs. All this evil has resulted 
from the sin of untouchability, 

( To he oontinihod,') 

N.-O-O. in Andhra. 

Mr, K, Yonkatappayya has sent a proliiuinary 
list of £joll( 3 ofciona for the Swaraj Fund made during 
Mr. Qandbi'a tour through the Andhra districts. 
The total amount of cash is Its. 21,902-13-2 .|j which 
ia of course exclusive of the jewels and ornaments 
collected in ditl'erant places. 

Tiziagfatam JDisteict. 

YiziaDagaram ... ‘i50*-“-h — 0 

Anakapalli ... 200 — 0 — 0 

Pabnari Swami Babu Garu, Narasannapet 200 — 0— -U 
Other colloctiona. ... ... 57—2 — 9 


KmSHNA 'DlSTiliCT, 

Ellore including Nidadavolu [other 
Intermediate stations 
Masulipatam. 

Balance at Co-Operative Bank, Hasula, 
(including the amount Us. 1710) given 
by Kanuru Onina Venkatasoyya Garu 
Gtjhtue District. 

Ountur 

Chebroloj Munlpalle, Manchalla, 
Tadipatru 

Ponnur & Appikatla, Other villages. 
Bapatla Town’s people 
Brahniandam Lakshminarayana Garu, 
Bapatla „„ 

Gbirala 

China Ganjam 


H'jsr.t.OBis Bistriot. 
Nellore. 


Total 21903-13-2.1 


A HOH-BEAHMIK’S COMPLAMT. 

To The Editor, 

Young India, 

but, 

( Mr. Gandhi made some remarks regarding Brahmins 
and non-Brabming in the course of his lecture at the 
B^ach in Madras Issii Friday, His speech has caused great 
pam to the non— Bralimin nationalists of Madras. It would 
have been highly preferable if Mr. Gandhi bad not at all 
touched o;i this point; for from hia spoooh it was evident 
that 3i0 was completely ignorant of Dravidian olvilixation, 
religion, culfeure, and the inner manning and causes of fcb© 
presant non-Brahmin movemont. Ho does uoti soem to 
have rccogniaud the apeoiai features of Dravidian 
civilisation which mstrks olf South India from the rest 
of India. In praising tbo Brahmins for their contribution 
to the religion and civibhration of India ( probably he 
nisana North India ), he has involuntarily cast a slur on 
tho Non-Bramans whose ancestors have also contributed 
as much as, if not more than, the Brahmins to the glory 
of South India as soon in their literature, religion, and 
philisophy. 

It need hardly bo pointed out that nothing oan olfend 
a whole community like a slur of the above kind, even 
though it may be done unwittingly by ono whose heart, 
ia overllowing with love, and for whom tho community 
has the highest regard. Further, tho object of 
Mr. Q-andhi’fl rooent visit and proposed long tour in the 
South ia tho middle of the next month is, we may lake 
to scrongthen the cause, and propogate tho movement 
of Non* -cooperation. 

Sardy, making hasty and Jlippant remarks about a 
highly vexed question, is likely to weaken tho cause ho 
advocates and, esfcrtmgo the sympathies of a vast majority 
of the masses Avho feel strongly on tho matter. 

If he really wants to bridge tho gulf unhappily widen- 
ing between the Brahmins and non-BrahmIns of South 
India, let Mr.Gandhi take up the question in right oarnesb 
with an entirely blank and opon mind, and then he may 
in all probability be in a position, after careful study to 
find out a solution for tho problem. Otherwise he Will do 
well in the interest of the great Non-co-operation move- 
monfc, to leave severely alono the Brahmin and Non- 
Brahmin oontroveray, in tho oouras of hia forthcoming 
long tour in South India. 

Madras, llfch April, 1931 0. Kandaswaaiv. 

[I have received more lottera in a einailar strain, 
Tho correspond enta have clearly misunderstood me,- 
I have not soon tho report of my speech. I do 
not iheteforo know whether it lends itself to mis- 
mterpretation. But 1 claim that the Brahmins’' 

service to Hinduism or humanity is uoaffiesbed and 
undiminished by the achievements of the Dravid- 
ian eivilisatioia which nobody denies or disputes. 
I warn the correspondents against segregating .tba 
Dravidion South from tbo Aryan North, The India 
of today is a blend not only of two but, of many 
other, cultures. M. K. O.] 

’ ■ KOTICB ^ 

li ha^ heen deeided io hold ihe 3dftli Gnjarat 
Political OoBference at Broach on ^JSih and 

^Oth May, 199 J. The first meeting of ike reGe2dion 
Commitee will he held on the 91st insh 
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